Alaska Face Facts

Occupational Injury Prevention Program
Section of Epidemiology

Division of Public Health

Department of Health and Social Services

October 2000

Deckhand killed when struck by collapsed boom

SUMMARY

On June 16, 1999, a 32-year-old male deckhand (the
victim) wasinjured when aboom on afishing vessdl
collapsed. Thevictim and acoworker were standing
under the boom, pulling net through apower block to
bring aload of salmon onboard. A wirecable, usedto
raise and lower the boom, snapped. The boom collapsed
and knocked both men down. The power block struck
thevictim. Thevessal captain and askiff tender, whowas
inthe skiff at thetimeof theincident, hel ped freethemen
and check their injuries. Thecaptainwent intothe
wheelhousetoradio for help, leaving the skiff tender to
monitor theinjured men. Whileon theradio, the skiff
tender called to the captain that the victim had stopped
breathing. CPRwasstarted. Minutes|ater, several
peoplefrom anearby hatchery and another fishing vessel
arrived and assisted with CPR.

Two United States Coast Guard helicoptersweredis-
patched, arriving 30 to 40 minutes after theincident. The
coworker was hoisted from the vessel and transported to
amedica facility. Thevictim, still recelving CPR, was
transferred to the beach and then airlifted to themedical
facility. Hewaslater transported to alarger medical
center wherehedied from hisinjuries 11 dayslater.

Based on thefindingsof theinvestigation, to prevent
smilar occurrences, employersivessel ownersshoul d:

» Ensurethat riggingisinspected regularly for
wear and wireropeisreplaced asneeded and as
recommended by themanufacturer;

* Ensurethat at least two blocksareused in the
boom rigging arrangement toimproveweight
digribution;

* Ensurethat therigging arrangement avoids
obstaclesand usesappropriately sized sheaves.

Inaddition, vessal ownersshould

» Consider theuse of backup safety systemsto
rigging arrangements.

FACE reportscan beviewed on the
Occupational Injury Prevention Program
website

http://www.epi.hss.state.ak.us/programs/injury
or
Call or fax your request to:
907-269-8000 (phone) 907-562-7802 (fax)



